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This
piece
uses
text
from
' T he
Cat
and
T he
Moon' ,
by
W.B
Yeats
-
The	cat	went	here	and	there

And	the	moon	spun	round	l ike	a	top,
And	the	nearest	k in	of	the	moon,

The	creeping	cat,	looked	up.
B lack	Minnaloushe	stared	at	the	moon,

For,	wander	and	wai l 	as	he	would,
The	pure	cold	l ight	in	the	sky
Troubled	h is	animal 	b lood.

Minnaloushe	runs	in	the	grass
L ifting	h is	del icate	feet.

Do	you	dance,	Minnaloushe,	do	you	dance?
When	two	close	k indred	meet,
What	better	than	cal l 	a	dance?
Maybe	the	moon	may	learn,
Tired	of	that	courtly	fash ion,

A	new	dance	turn.
Minnaloushe	creeps	through	the	grass

From	moonl it	p lace	to	p lace,
The	sacred	moon	overhead
Has	taken	a	new	phase.

Does	Minnaloushe	know	that	h is	pupi ls
Wil l 	pass	from	change	to	change,
And	that	from	round	to	crescent,

From	crescent	to	round	they	range?
Minnaloushe	creeps	through	the	grass

Alone,	important	and	wise,
And	l i fts	to	the	changing	moon

His	changing	eyes.

When	setting	this	poem,	my	focus	was	to	capture	
moods	from,	and	explore	the	poem,	rather	than
a	retelling,	although	much	of	the	words	used	are	
in	chronological	order.

I	especially	focused	on	the	characters	-	the	
sweeping,	romantic	moon,	and	the	darting,	
quivering	cat,	and	how	they	interact	-	with	awe,
fear,	respect,	tenderness.	Much	of	the	moon's	music
is	modal	and	lilting,	whilst	the	cat	has	much	more
use	of	texturual	techniques	and	dramatic	techniques.

I	was	drawn	to	this	poem	due	to	its	soft	lilting	rhythm
and	feel	-	so	there	is	a	point	where	an	excerpt	is	
essentially	performed	in	speaking	voice	-	this	should	
feel	very	intimate	in	performance.	When	speaking	
rhythms	occur,	try	to	place	words	on	the	beat,	but	the	
priority	is	sounding	natural	and	flowing.

Vocal	Key:
Crossed	noteheads	should	have	no	pitch

Arrow	noteheads	signify	an	arbitary
very	high	note	in	the	range	

Stemless	noteheads	indicate	arbitary
pitches	and	rhythm.
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